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Grade/Subject: English 7/8 Lesson 7: Understanding and reflection                      

Teacher: Brooke Korchinski 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

.  

SI 8Assess the impact residential schools have on First Nations communities 

 

c) represent the effects of residential schools on First Nations` languages and cultures 

d) examine how First Nations and communities continue to deal with and heal from the abuses 

experienced by First Nation peoples in residential schools.  

 

Social Studies 

DR8.1 Develop an  understanding of the significance of land on the evolution of the Canadian 

identity 

e)  Investigate the impact of land on the identity of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples. 

DR8.3 Assess how historical events in Canada have affected the present Canadian identity 

b) assess the impact of a variety of important historical events in shaping the Canadian identity 

  

English  

CR7.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity, 

social responsibility, and efficacy 

e) compare new information with previous knowledge and beliefs  

g) Compare texts to present day lives. 

CR8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity, 

social responsibility, and efficacy.  

f) Identify and explain connections between new ideas and information and previous beliefs, values, 

and experiences. 

g) Identify stereotyping in what is seen, heard, and read and begin to recognize its negative impact on 

individuals and society. 

m) produce response journals  

 

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 

1. I can perform the blanket exercise with respect 

2. I can understand the seriousness of the activity 

3. I can discuss the importance of the activity, and the 

impact that residential schools had on the survivors.  

4. I can write a reflection on the blanket exercise. 

Essential Questions: 
 

What does it mean to have an 

identity? 

Fundamental Question: 

What does it mean to lose your 

identity?   
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Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

 

Students will write a reflection about the blanket exercise; this will be evaluated out of 20. The 

students will write about everything they have learned at this point, and how it ties into the blanket 

exercise. This will be due the next class. The marks will be based on connection to past learnings (5 

marks),  connection to the survivors’ stories (5 marks),  and the connection to the blanket exercise (5 

marks), the final 5 marks with come from grammar and spelling, for any misspelling or incorrect 

grammar use, 0.25 of a mark will be taken off.  

There will also be formative assessment done on participate and the debrief after the activity. Students 

will discuss what they felt, their thoughts. If any student is misbehaving in the class, they will be 

asked to leave.   

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning): Time: 3 
minutes 
 

1. Set up blanket (do before) 

2. introduce activity  

3. get students and other participants situated  

 

Development:                                  Time: 55 minutes 
 

1. Start activity (45 minutes) 

2. Debrief the activity (10 minutes) 

 

Learning Closure:                             Time: 2 minutes 
 

1. Explain reflection assignment 

2. This is due for tomorrow 

Materials/Equipment: 
 

- blanket exercise 

- reflection assignment  

Management Strategies: 
 

-explain to students in advance that 

this is a serious activity  

-if a student misbehaves, than they 

are removed from the activity. NO 

SECOND CHANCES 

- explain the assignment, ask 

students to explain it back to me, 

than hand  out the assignment 

Safety Considerations: 
 

- move with caution 

Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 

Stage 4: Reflection 

The students really loved the blanket exercise. However, it is easy to see the stigma that the other 

teachers have as they participated in the activity. Many of the students took the exercise as a serious 

matter, but some of them could sense how the other teachers were not taking it seriously, which 

makes it difficult to get the same understanding. This is a class that likes to talk, standing silently for 

long periods of time was challenging for them, but they were able to make some moments serious 

enough where we reached complete silence. I planned a reflection for the students to do as 

assessment, however my co-op decided that he wanted to do something different with the students. 

This was frustrating because I made a strong decision to not use “Fatty Legs” while teaching about 

residential schools because it makes light of the seriousness of it. Without discussing it with me my 

co-op decided that he wanted to do an activity with “Fatty Legs” and eliminate the reflection that I 
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had planned. We did do a debrief but many students do not like talking in front of others, so I felt the 

written reflection would allow for students to voice their opinions without the fear of judgement. We 

choose to use the senior kit because of the content that was discussed in class. The students enjoy 

reading, even some of the students that do not normally read out loud took turns reading the scrolls. 

This might be something that I would use to introduce the topic next time, rather than half way 

through, but it still allowed for the students to make the connections and understandings of the 

material they are learning.   

 


