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Subject/Grade: English 7/8    Lesson 6:  The impacts of “Othering”                            
Teacher: Brooke Korchinski 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

Outcome(s)/Indicator(s): 

SI8 Assess the impact residential schools have on First Nations communities  
d) Examine how First Nations and communities continue to deal with and heal from the abuses 
experienced by First Nation peoples in residential schools 
 
CR 7.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address 
identity (e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., Participating and Giving Our 
Personal Best), and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth). 
c)  Compare own with others’ understanding of people, cultural traditions 
e)  Compare new information with previous knowledge and beliefs. 
 
CR8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address 
identity (e.g., Becoming Myself), social responsibility (e.g., In Search of Justice), and 
efficacy (e.g., Building a Better World). 
 
f)  Identify and explain connections between new ideas and information and previous beliefs, 
values, and experiences. 
g) Identify stereotyping in what is seen, heard, and read and begin to recognize its negative impact 
on individuals and society. 
  

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 
I can understand what it means to “Other” 
someone 
 
I can explain what the “norms” of society are, 
and how this creates stereotypes 
 
I can reflect on my terminology and 
understand why some of it may be “othering” 

Essential Questions: 
 
What does it mean to have an identity? 
 
 
Fundamental Question: 
 
What is my identity? 
 
 
 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

 
Students will create a foursquare diagram. The first square will be based on their thoughts and 
feelings about the activity. The second will be based on “Have you ever othered someone, did you 
realize what you were doing”. The third one will be based on “knowing what you now know, what 
can you do to make sure that you do not other people”. The final questions will be, “How did 
othering happen it Residential Schools”.  
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Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 3 minutes 
 

1. Have students form a circle 
 
Development:                                            Time: 40 minutes 
 

2. Say questions  
a) Do you like chocolate 
b) Do you like watching tv 
c) Do you like carrots 
d) Do you like dogs 
e) Are you going to school 
f) Can you read 
g) Do you identify as being a person with white skin 
h) Do you identify as someone with skin other than 

the colour white 
i) Do you identify as having a catholic faith 
j) Do you identify as having a belief other than white 
k) Do you identity as a male 
l) Do you identify as something other than male. 

For each question that is asked the students will either step 
back (if it applies to them), or stay standing (if it does not 
apply to them), after each question the students will reset 
back to the main circle.  
 

3. Once the students are done the activity, they will 
return to their desks.  

4. The foursquare activity will be handed out, with the 
students expected to complete the first box right after 
finishing the activity 

5. Students will than start to discuss what they noticed 
about the activity, this should lead to the word “other” 
being used repeatedly, and that it is compared against 
the norm that society wants us to believe.  
Stereotype- “a preconceived notion about a group of 
people” (vocabulary.com) 
Norm- “something that is seen as the usual, typical, or 
standard” (google definitions)  
Othering- “to think of a person, or a group of people as 
lesser, but not identifying or including their specifics in 
any form of description.  

6. They will than work with the people beside them to fill 
in the rest of the activity. 
 

Learning Closure:                                   Time: 2 minutes 
 
Students will hand in their foursquare assignment at the end 
of class, with their name on it.  

Materials/Equipment: 
 
-foursquare assignment sheet 
 
Management Strategies: 
- explain activity while everyone is 
sitting in the gym 
- let students know they have to be 
100% honest 
- allow students to ask questions 
during the activity 
 
Safety Considerations: 
- no running around the gym, 
straight back to the classroom after 
the activity is complete.  
 
Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
 
Split into two different groups if 
needed 
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Stage 4: Reflection 

 


