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Subject/Grade:   English 7/8  Lesson 7 Title:   Explanation of Residential Schools 
Teacher: Brooke Korchinski 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

Outcome(s)/Indicator(s): 

CR 7.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address 
identity (e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., Participating and Giving Our 
Personal Best), and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth).  

a) listen to, and read and respond to print texts that address the grade-level themes and 
issues related to identity that reflect diverse personal identities, worldviews, and 
background 

b) Demonstrate comprehension and response to print texts by: 
understanding the ideas: Construct and justify interpretation of text; accurately 
restate and paraphrase main ideas identify evidence that supports the interpretation; 
generate and respond to comprehension tasks or questions providing details and 
support from the text; compare new information with previous knowledge and beliefs;  
responding to and interpreting texts: Offer reasonable interpretations of written 
texts; evaluate the ideas, arguments, and influence of texts; analyze ideas and 
information; support personal and critical responses with support from text; develop 
personal responses and offer reasons for and examples of judgements, feelings, and 
write and deliver oral responses to texts. 
 

CC 7.2 Create and present a teacher-guided inquiry project related to a topic, theme, or issue 
studied in English language arts. 
 

c) Contribute ideas, knowledge, and questions to help establish group inquiry or research 
focuses and purposes. 

d) Prepare and use a plan to access ideas and information from a variety of sources 
(including digital). 

e) Use pre-established criteria to evaluate the currency, usefulness, and reliability of 
information sources in answering inquiry or research questions. 

f) Locate information using a search engine. 
 

CR8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address 
identity (e.g., Becoming Myself), social responsibility (e.g., In Search of Justice), and efficacy 
(e.g., Building a Better World). 
 

a) View, listen to, read, and respond to a variety of visual, multimedia (including digital), 
oral, and print texts that address the grade-level themes and issues related to identity, 
social responsibility, and efficacy including those that reflect diverse personal identities, 
worldviews, and backgrounds (e.g., appearance, culture, socio-economic status, ability, 
age, gender, sexual orientation, language, career pathway). 

b) Demonstrate comprehension of print texts by: 
understanding the ideas: Clearly, completely, and accurately summarize and explain 



B. Korchinski (2016) 

the   ideas 
responding to and interpreting texts: Make, explain, and justify reactions and 
personal connections to texts; give opinions and make judgements supported by 
reasons, explanations, and evidence; make and support inferences about characters’ 
feelings, and point of view;  
 

CC8.2 Create and present a group inquiry project related to a topic, theme, or issue studied in 
English language arts. 
 

c) Contribute ideas, knowledge, and strategies to help identify group information needs 
and sources. 

d) Collaborate with others using technology to plan inquiry. 
e) Prepare and use a plan to access, gather, and record in own words relevant 

information. 
f) Gather information from a variety of sources (e.g., interviews, print texts, CD-ROMs, 

Internet) and integrate ideas in analysis. 
g) Organize information and ideas in order of priority according to topic and task 

requirements. 

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 

I can record and ask questions about the 

information that has been provided to them 

 

I can begin to research based on my topic of 

inquiry with my group.  

 

 

Essential Questions: 
 

What does it mean to have an identity? 

 

Fundamental Questions: 

 

What does it mean to lose your identity? 

 

 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

 

Discussion based around the readings of residential school 

Participation of the activity “losing our names”. Students will each be assigned a number, done based 

off the alphabetical attendance sheet. The numbers are placed on popsicle sticks that each student will 

get. The students can only be referred to by this number for the next week of english classes.   

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 5 minutes 
 

1. Have PowerPoint ready to go 

2. Ask students the following 

a) Who attended residential schools 

b) What else do we know about residential schools? 

 

Development:                   Time: 40 minutes 
 

1. Start PowerPoint 

2. Once the PowerPoint is complete assign the students their 

Materials/Equipment: 
 

PowerPoint, “What I can tell you 

are Residential Schools” 

Graphic organizers 

Inquiry groups 

Projector/ whiteboard 

Laptops 

 

Management Strategies: 
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new identification numbers. 

3. Explain the assignment 

4. Hand out graphic organizers 

5. Explain graphic organizer 

6. Allow students to get laptops and start researching 

 

Learning Closure:                      Time: 3 minutes 
 

1. Get students to clean up work areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- hands up for answering 

questions 

- if students start talking while I 

am talking, start taking time 

-explain assignment, ask for any 

questions 

-explain graphic organizers, ask 

for questions 

- have students re-explain the 

ideas of both the assignment and 

the graphic organizers 

- call the groups one at a time, 

give them their graphic 

organizers 

-allow them to get laptops 

-have clock on the board, leaving 

five minutes to clean up and do 

exit slip 

 

Safety Considerations: 
-students may work in the 

hallway and quiet room, circulate 

 

 

Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 4: Reflection 

 This lesson went surprisingly well. The PowerPoint presentation allowed students to connect and 

understand some of the facts of Residential Schools. Many students were shocked by the number of 

suspected deaths that occurred in residential schools. The assigning of numbers created a shock for 

students, many of them were upset and disappointed by the thought of losing their names. It took me a 

while to get all of the students’ numbers correct, but carrying around a cheat sheet made it slightly 

easier. I handed out the graphic organizers to the groups, and while many students understood the idea 

of it, I should have better explained the concept of supporting questions. I explained the reference 

recording page to students, however many of them seemed to forget about using them once they had a 

source. This will create problems in future classes when I explain that part of the rubric is based around 

the reference pages.  

 


