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Responding and Connecting the Survivors’ Experiences with 

Religion in Residential Schools 
 

Using the survivors’ stories about their religious experiences during 

residential school, please answer the following questions that are related 

to the readings. 

 

1. Compare the classes understanding of the catholic faith, to the 

understandings, which the survivors have.  

 

Our classes’ understandings 

(write what is on the board) 

The survivors’ understandings 

(include survivors’ name for 

each statement) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- lots of prayers (Noel) 

- threats of the devil (Joseph) 

- lots of kneeling (Victoria) 

-guilt (Victoria) 

- scared (Joseph) 

- reluctance (Ula) 

- thankfulness (Mary) 

- happiness (Mary) 
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2. How is Ula Hotonami’s experience with religion in residential 

schools differ from some of the other survivors? Do you think this 

made her experience in residential schools differently? Explain.  

 

Ula had a nun that allowed her to feel comfortable enough to ask why 

she must attend church, and the nun felt comfortable enough to tell Ula 

that she only needed to pretend to care, because eventually she will be 

going home and will be able to practice her own beliefs. This gave her 

hope that other survivors did not have during this time.  

 

3. What are the differences between Mary Stoney’s experiences 

compared to Joseph Martin Larocque’s experience? How do you 

think this influences the way the survivors started their healing 

process?  

 

Mary Stoney was thankful for her newfound religion because it allowed 

her and her family to find happiness and healing. Joseph however, did 

not find happiness with his religious encounter; instead, his 

understanding of God was rested in the fear of the devil. Being scared of 

evil does not equal finding peace with God. Mary mentions that she used 

God to help with her healing, while Joseph makes no mention of his 

healing. If he does feel healed from the experience than it has likely in 

spite of his religious experiences and not because of them.   

 

4. Which survivor do you connect with the most? Why?  

 

PERSONAL OPINION  


