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Subject/Grade: English 7/8 Lesson 9: religion and research                 

Teacher: B. Korchinski 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

Outcome(s)/Indicator(s): 

SI8 Assess the impact residential schools have on First Nations communities. 

a) Compare stories of First Nations people who attended residential schools to the 
experiences students have had in their own schools.  

b) Investigate how First Nations people were forced to learn languages and cultures 
other than their own. 

d)  Examine how First Nations and communities continue to deal with and heal from 
the abuses experienced by First Nations peoples in residential schools. 

 

CR7.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address 
identity (e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., Participating and Giving 
Our Personal Best), and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth).  

b) Demonstrate comprehension and response to print texts by: 

understanding the ideas: accurately restate and paraphrase main ideas;  identify 

evidence that supports the interpretation; compare new information with previous 

knowledge and beliefs;   

responding to and interpreting texts: Offer reasonable interpretations of a written 

texts; support personal and critical responses with support from text; develop personal 

responses and offer reasons for and examples of judgements, feelings, and opinions 

(e.g., learning logs, response journals); write and deliver oral responses to texts. 

d) Compare the choices and behaviours of individuals presented in print texts. 

f) Connect characters, themes, and situation in texts with own experiences and other texts. 

g) Compare texts to present day lives. 

CC7.2 Create and present a teacher-guided inquiry project related to a topic, theme, or issue 

studied in English language arts. 

a) Apply inquiry process and complete an individual or group inquiry project related to the 

themes or issues being studied in English language arts. 

b) Examine personal knowledge of and experiences related to a topic to determine 

information needs. 

c) Formulate a variety of relevant questions on a topic to establish a purpose for seeking 

information. 

d) Contribute ideas, knowledge, and questions to help establish group inquiry or research 

focuses and purposes. 

CR 8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity  
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b) Demonstrate comprehension and response to print texts by: 

understanding the ideas: accurately restate and paraphrase main ideas identify; 

compare new information with previous knowledge and beliefs;  

responding to and interpreting texts: evaluate the ideas,  analyze information; 

support personal responses with support from text; develop personal responses  

g) Identify stereotyping in what is seen, heard, and read and begin to recognize its negative 

impact on individuals and society. 

m) Produce response journals  

 

CC8.2 Create and present a group inquiry project related to a topic, theme, or issue studied in 

English language arts.  

a) Determine personal knowledge of a topic to generate possible areas of inquiry or 

research. 

b) Formulate relevant questions on a topic to establish a purpose for gathering information. 

c) Contribute ideas, knowledge, and strategies to help identify group information needs and 

sources 

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 

I can compare my understanding of catholic beliefs to those of the 

survivors understanding of religion 

 

I can read and comprehend questions about the survivors stories  

 

I can research and create a presentation based  around my 

residential school central question 

Essential Questions: 
 

What does it mean to have 

an identity? 

 

Fundamental Question: 
 

What would happen if you 

lost your identity? 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

Students will individually respond to questions based on the different survivors’ stories. These 

questions will be evaluated out of ten marks. Two marks for each.  

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):Time: 10 minutes 
 

1. Outline expectations 

a) No talking 

b) Once they finish the assignment they have 

to hand it into me 

c) Once their assignment is handed in they can 

go into the hallway, library or a space 

where they can start working on their 

project, they may use any print resources or 

the laptops 

d) They must be back in the classroom with 

everything put away, ten minutes before the 

bell. 

e) If you finish your graphic organizer, you 

Materials/Equipment: 
 

whiteboards/marker 

print out of readings and 

assignment 

print resources 

laptops 

 

Management 
Strategies: 
 

one , two, three, eyes on me 

outline expectations in 

advance 
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can hand it in before you leave  

2. Have students list what they understand about the catholic 

religion 

3. Put these on the board 

4. Hand out students assignments and readings 

5. Explain the readings and assignment  

 

Development:                                 Time: 60 minutes 
 

1. Have students work on the assignment individually 

2. Once the assignment is handed in they can start working 

on their inquiry project 

Learning Closure:                          Time: 10 minutes 
 

1. Clean up, plug laptops in, put resources back 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety Considerations: 

Circulation 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage 4: Reflection 

This lesson went super well. Since the assignment was designed in a way that would force 

students to complete the assignment before being able to move onto the next part of the lesson. 

The research is the fun part of the lesson. Students can connect to the survivors’ stories but they 

often state that they will never be able to connect to what the survivors endured. While many of 

the students will never have to deal with the severity of enforcement of religion, they are all 

expected to be catholic, and since the students are an age where they are being to separate their 

beliefs from the beliefs of their parents and other adults in their lives. The students are not 

making the connection between their own life decisions and complications and the complications 

in the lives of the survivors. Next time the lesson needs to be approached as the students thinking 

about what their religious beliefs are, and then writing about a survivor that has similar beliefs or 

method of getting their religious beliefs/ fears. Having the students complete the assignment 

before being able to move on to the group work. One thing that I was not expecting was for some 

of the students to be done their group work so quickly. This lesson was planned for 
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approximately 90 minute lesson, but the average class is only an hour so it may lessen the time 

that the students are able to work on their projects. The students are making good use of the 

hardcopy resources; however, they are having trouble understanding why I think it is important 

for them to use print resources rather than only electronic resources.        

 


