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Subject/Grade: English 7/8   Lesson 5 Title:   Loss of Language                          

Teacher: Brooke Korchinski  

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

Outcome(s)/Indicator(s): 

SI8 Assess the impact of residential schools have on First Nations communities. 

a. Compare stories of First Nations people who attended residential schools to the 

experiences students have had in their own schools.  

b. Investigate how first Nations people were forced to learn language and cultures other 

than their own. 

c. Represent the effects of residential schools on First Nations’ languages and culture. 

CR7.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity 

(e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., Participating and Giving Our Personal 

Best), and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth).  

d. listen to, read and respond to print texts that address the grade-level themes and 

issues related to identity that reflect diverse personal identities, worldviews, and 

backgrounds  

c. Compare own with others’ understanding of people, cultural traditions, and values 

portrayed in texts. 

e. Compare new information with previous knowledge and beliefs. 

f. Connect characters, themes, and situation in texts with own experiences and other 

texts. 

g. Compare texts to present day lives. 

CR 8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity 

(e.g., Becoming Myself), social responsibility (e.g., In Search of Justice), and efficacy (e.g., 

Building a Better World). 

a.  listen to, read, and respond to print texts that address the grade-level themes and issues 

related to identity that reflect diverse personal identities, worldviews, and backgrounds  

c. Explain the motivation of the characters in literary texts, providing evidence from each 

text. 

d. Identify and describe techniques used to create mood in written texts. 

m. Produce response journals 

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ 
statements) 
 

I can understand the frustration of not being 

able to understand or communicate with 

others around me.  

I can read and understand the stories from 

Essential Questions: 
 

What does it mean to have an identity? 

 

Fundamental Questions: 
What would happen if you lost your identity 
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Survivors speak 

I can write a reflection that shows understand 

and connection to the survivors.  

 

 

 

 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

 

-          Participation in the activity (the teachers will speak in a language made up of sounds and 

gestures, they will act as if this is completely normal, however the students will have no idea 

what is going if the students talk when they are not supposed to, or talk in English they will be 

reprimanded, this activity will last about 15 minutes and will start when the class starts). 

-          Reflection will be completed where the students will talk about how they felt in the class, 

and compare it with how residential school survivors are feeling.  

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 
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Set (Warm-up, Focusing the 
Learning):  Time: 15 minutes 
1.      Students will walk into class, a list of 

instructions will be written on the board using 

symbols. 

2.      The teachers will start explaining what to 

do, in sounds and gestures. 

3.      If the students speak in English, than they 

will be reprimanded (sent to the hallway, hit 

the desk, etc. DO NOT TOUCH THE 

STUDENTS). 

4.      This activity will last 15 minutes, and then 

without any notice just change to English, act 

natural the whole time. 

  

Development:     
                            Time: 20 minutes 
1.      Ask students how they felt during the 

activity 

3.      Begin the readings 

a)      Arthur Ron McKay (pg ??) 

b)      Emily Kematch (pg ??) 

c)      Ronalee Lavallee (pg ??) 

d)     Evelyn Kelman (pg ??) 

 

Learning Closure:                
          Time: 10 minutes 
one  page reflection where students will write 

a reflection based on the activities and the 

readings that were done in class. Students will 

compare  their experience to the experiences 

of residential school survivor 

Materials/Equipment: 
Whiteboard/marker 
Large KWL chart drawn on the board 
Laptops 
Map 
Pins 
TRC survivors speak 
 
Management Strategies: 
 
- The first activity may be a little  busy, 
keep the door closed 
- Have students read the selections 
 

Safety Considerations: 
 

This is a hard topic. Mention that while many 

sources use the word “Indian”, this is an old 

word and we will ONLY be allowed to say it if 

we are directly quoting a source. Any other 

time, the word is to be replaced with Aboriginal 

or First Nations. 

 

Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
 

Explain to Paxon in advance  

 

 

 

 

Stage 4: Reflection 

 

This lesson went really well. Something I was not expecting was that in one of the readings the 

survivor referred to the priests and nuns making  a rule that the residential school students were 

not allowed to attend  Sundance in the summer because it was a sign of their indigenous culture. 

I asked the question of what is a sundance, hoping one of my students that have actually attended 

one would answer; however, a different student answered and her answer made me really regret 

asking it. Apparently there are cultures were a sundance is not a peaceful ceremony but has a 

focus on self-torture. I was not expecting this answer, and acted in a completely inappropriate 

way of shutting her down, without explaining how this is misinterpreted, and then I blanked at 

what a sundance actually was. This was a major teaching mistake of mine, next time I will make 

sure to do some extra reading about the cultural references made in the stories. Continue using 

the students identification numbers during this lesson, for all students, not just the students that I 
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remember, but I have most of them down. One page seems like a lot, but really it isn’t this was 

marked out of five, with a bonus mark for those that used their identification number instead of 

their name. Defiantly doing this lesson again.   

 


