
Subject/Grade: English 7/8    Lesson 1 Title: Life before Residential School                      
Teacher: Brooke Korchinski 

Stage 1: Identify Desired Results 

Outcome(s)/Indicator(s): 

SI8 Assess the impact residential schools have on First Nations communities. 

a) Compare stories of First Nations people who have attended residential schools to the 
experiences students have had in their own school.   
 

CR 7.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity 
(e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., Participating and Giving Our Personal Best), 
and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth). 

a) listen to, read, and respond to print, texts that address the grade-level themes and issues 
related to identity,  

f) Connect situation in texts with own experiences  
g) Compare texts to present day lives. 

CR8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity 
(e.g., Becoming Myself), social responsibility (e.g., In Search of Justice), and efficacy (e.g., Building 
a Better World). 

a) listen to, read, and respond to print texts that address the grade-level themes and issues 
related to identity,  

i) Consider how text has contributed to understanding of self and others  
 

Key Understandings: (‘I Can’ statements) 
 

I can identify what traits make up someone’s 

identity 

I can make an identity web 

I can respond the survivors stories in the TRC, 

“Before residential school”  

I can make at least three connections between my 

own understanding of identity and the survivors  

I can write a journal entry based on identity  

 

 

 

 

Essential Questions: 
 

What does it mean to have an identity? 

 

 

Fundamental Question: 

 

What makes a person’s identity? 

Stage 2: Determine Evidence for Assessing Learning 

 

Formative: think-Pair share, for “What makes you, who you are?” 

                     Discussion about “What makes an identity” presented in a brain web 

                     Identity web 



 

Summative: Identity web, that each student creates that includes the features we came up with as a class 

 

Stage 3: Build Learning Plan 

Set (Warm-up, Focusing the Learning):    Time: 5 minutes 
 

1. Pose the question what is identity, what make you, who you 

are? 

2. Think-Pair-Share 

 

 

Development:                                          Time: 30 minutes 
 

1. Bring class back together.  

2. Start creating a brain web with the word identity in the 

middle (once finished take a photo to print out for students) 

3. Have students discuss their ideas 

4. Provide students with your example of a brain web 

5. Have students start creating their own, (ten minutes) 

6. Students get laptops 

7. Have students look up http://bit.ly/TRCsurvivorsspeak 

8. Read Albert Elias (pg 20),  Emily Kematch (pg 22), Doris 

Young (pg 24), Noel Starblanket (pg 26), Lenoa Martin (pg 

27)  

 

Learning Closure:                               Time: 10-15 minutes 
 

1. Place locations on the map 

2. If extra time read “When I was Eight” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials/Equipment: 
 

Whiteboard/ marker 

TRC survivors speak 

Pencil  

Blank paper 

Laptops  

 

Management Strategies: 
 

1. Write question on the board 

2. Have students think about 

questions for about 30 seconds 

3. Have students talk with the 

person beside them about their 

thoughts and write 2 points 

down 

4. Ask students to share if 

students do not answer, than 

call them by name 

5. Write ideas on the board 

6. Select people to get laptops 

based on who is quiet.  

7. Write website on the board 

8. READ SLOWLY 

9. Give wait time for each student 

to fine the correct reading 

10. Select students to read 

11. Have students understand that 

their identity web needs to be 

handed in by the end of the day, 

or first thing the next day.  

 

Safety Considerations: 
 

 

Possible Adaptations/ 
Differentiation: 
 

-Have students read small parts of the 

reading 

-pause and allow students to think 

http://bit.ly/TRCsurvivorsspeak


about the reading after major points 

-different journaling expectations for 

Paxon (does he partake in the lesson), 

what needs to be done for him?  

 

Stage 4: Reflection 

This lesson worked really well. I did not do the think-pair share, because it took a while for the class, to settle 

down and start. If I had time, I would still do the think-pair-share activity rather than have students blurt 

answers at random, however the answers I were given were very good quality. If time permits do the identity 

web as a separate lesson before starting on residential school. In this lesson, I ran out of time to have students 

mark the locations on the map, as well as I decided not to read Leona Martin’s story. If this lesson was done 

in two separate lessons, than it would have been done much better but time constraints did not allow for this. I 

would do this lesson again, but I would have it as two separate lessons, with a reflection at the end about how 

the survivors were feeling before entering residential school and what did they talk about regarding the 

identity of the survivors.  I took advantage of students reading aloud because it gave a chance for other 

students who had trouble finding the page to follow along. Having students read made, the students pay 

attention because they knew they might be called on to read. Paxon was great in this lesson, and needed no 

adaptations, even provided some very strong answers for the inclusion of identity. Have students give the 

identity web back if they are finished, to eliminate chance of losing it. The identity web needs to be done for 

the next lesson.   

  

 


